important to improve the accuracy and relevance of information being provided. There is the risk, however, that the views held by the particular representative are not generalizable to the group in question. For example, with some of the answers that purport to represent my own religious grouping, Islam, I found myself disagreeing considerably. Of greater concern is that the viewpoint portrayed was also on occasions at odds with consensus statements that have been arrived at through extensive dialogue between Muslim theologians and medical personnel. Although I learnt a great deal, especially with respect to the Jewish and Buddhist perspectives, I was left wondering how accurate and representative the views being expressed actually were. An additional limitation of the work is that Hindu and Sikh perspectives are not represented. I suspect that the reason lies in the absence of a significant British contribution to the work; the Indian community in Britain is much more sizeable than elsewhere in Europe.
The book has a very clear aim of imparting information to all those involved in the healthcare profession. This it achieves, in a novel and illustrative manner. The use of case histories makes it especially accessible to medical and nursing students, with many of the vignettes forming ideal material for the basis of small group work. In view of the increasing importance being placed on ethics in the medical curriculum, and the ever increasing array of ethical issues raised by advances in medicine, this is a welcome and timely contribution. The labels post-modernism and post-modernity have been attached to various cultural changes from the emergence of information technology (particularly the Internet) to the breakdown of existing power groups ('There is no society, only individuals', said Margaret Thatcher).
Social scientists have been re-evaluating many social structures in the light of post-modernism-though whether
